











End the Israeli War
on the Palestinian people!
tish complicity!

End Bri

The definition of “Genocide”
is clearly spelt out in Article

11 of the UN Convention on
Genocide. It has been endorsed
by more than 150 countries
including Israel, the United
States of America and the
United Kingdom. It is obvious
that what is taking place in
Gaza constitutes an act of
genocide - the murder of over
62,122 or according to some
independent reports more
than 80,000 Palestinians,

the wounding of more than
156,758, the starvation and
malnutrition inflicted on

the surviving population,

the denial of foodstuffs and
medical aid to the peoples of
the area.

In addition to these horrendous
human casualties - homes,
apartments, schools, hospitals,
mosques, churches and the
whole infrastructure of the area
have been demolished. Tents
which have been erected to
provide temporary shelter for
the homeless have also been
bombed. Food queues have
been targeted - the slaughter
has been relentless. Aid is held
at checkpoints by the Israeli
Defence Forces and pillaged by
ultra-right wing Israeli settlers.
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According to the UN OCHA
(21/08/25) “starvation is at the
worst level since October 2023...
(having) an especially severe
impact on elderly people,
pregnant and breastfeeding
women, children under five,
and newborns who are more
likely to be born with health
complications.” Over 1.4 million
people require emergency
shelter items and 1.45 million
need essential household items.
The list goes on. The decision
by Netanyahu to intensify the
attack on Gaza city will lead to
millions being displaced with
inevitable further tragedies.

Whilst Gaza is understandably
the centre of attention it is
important to be aware of what
is happening in the West Bank.
Ben Guvir, the Israeli National
Security Minister, has been
publicly encouraging the settler
attacks on Palestinians across
the area and has gone further
proposing an expansion of
Israeli hold over the key area
“E1”. In an open dismissal of the
moves by European countries to
recognise the state of Palestine
he has made clear that whilst
he is in government there will
never be a Palestinian state. The
aim is absolutely clear - to split
the West Bank into two parts,

to corral Palestinians through
checkpoints into disconnected
towns and villages and impose
a draconian bantustanisation to
provoke mass emigration.

Itis beyond shameful that
British politicians - or indeed
anyone - should quibble about
the use of the word “genocide”
and yet the British media along
with government spokespeople
have refused to use the word.
The BBC in particular has been
despicable. However, Britain’s
role in the unfolding tragedy is
farworse. Whilst it is true that
the USA (68%) and Germany
(28%) are the main providers of
arms to the Israeli government,
Britain is also supplying arms
and military support to the IDF.

The British military base at
Akrotiri on the island of Cyprus
has been used for more than
500 reconnaissance flights
over Gaza. The flights, by a US
military contractor hired by
Britain, were allegedly to locate
Israeli hostages but clearly the
information that was harvested
would have been passed on

to the Israeli military and no
doubt used by them in planning
their bombing campaigns. In

a belated move to save face
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
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and Foreign Secretary David
Lammy suspended 30 arms
export licences. However, they
left in place the remaining 320
licences that had already been
granted. According to reports,
components destined for the
Israeli air force F-35 fighter jets
were left in place and no doubt
the 30 suspended licences will
be restored at some pointin the
near future.

The actions of the Labour

Party government Ministers
without question makes them
complicit in the genocide that

is taking place. Of course, this

is true also for those politicians
like the USA President and the
German Chancellor. However,
whilst international law may

be invoked, it is unlikely to

be enacted. The main way in
which the Palestinians will gain
justice is through a combination
of their own “Samud” or
steadfastness, and the building
of a mass international
movement of solidarity like that
which contributed to the ending
of Apartheid in South Africa.

The stakes are very high

indeed and time is running

out. The Palestinians use the
word “Nakba” to describe the
catastrophe that occurred when
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organised Zionist paramilitary
forces terrorised and drove

over 750,000 inhabitants from
their homes in 1948. What

is occurring today is a move

by the Netanyahu regime

to drive the Palestinians

from Gaza. Although swiftly
denied by Israeli government
spokespersons there is evidence
that there exist proposals for the
expulsion of Palestinians to the
Congo or elsewhere. A similar
plan existed in 1969 when it

was put forwarded that 60,000
Palestinians be sent to Paraguay,
then under the rule of the fascist
dictator Alfredo Stroessner. It
never went ahead but President
Trump has hinted at supporting
similar moves himself eyeing
Gaza as a possible real estate
investment for the future not to
mention access to the vast gas
fields of Gaza Marine 1 & 2 just
offshore.

The international mass
movement in solidarity with
the Palestinians is vital in

the absence of any action by
governments. Inside Israel

we are beginning to see
youngsters refusing to serve in
the murderous ranks of the IDF
and demonstrations critical of
the Netanyahu cabal. We must
ensure that the Palestinians do

not stand alone nor that they
are defeated. This war is not
only about Palestine - it is about
the right of the Arab peoples of
West Asia to determine their
own futures and able to use

the resources of the area for
their own development and

the wellbeing of their peoples
free from the Trump imposed
Abraham Accords which are
just one part of Washington’s
global contest with economies
like China. US imperialism

has long since replaced the
British as the dominant force

in the region. Support for the
Palestinian people is vital - for
the Palestinians and for all those
countries which are striving to
throw off the yoke of imperialist
domination. The Palestinians
must not be left to stand alone.

Solidarity is vital now.

Bernard Regan
Palestine Solidarity
Campaign Executive
Committee, and author
of The Balfour Declaration:
Empire, the Mandate and
Resistance in Palestine

DECLARATION

Empire, the Mandate and Resistance

BERNARD REGAN

PALESTINE
S SOLIDARITY
2 ] CAMPAIGN

www.palestinecampaign.org
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Looking Ahead:
Building the Woodcraft Folk
for the Next 100 Years

CELEBRATING

14

One hundred years ago,

an organisation was founded
with a simple but radical aim:
to bring working class boys
and girls together to help
build a new world. Within
ayear, its young members
were marching in the General
Strike. It had affiliated with
Co-operative Societies, Trade
Unions, and briefly the Labour
Party as its children’s wing.

To this day, the Woodcraft

Folk remains the only youth
organisation whose constitution
encourages every member to
join a trade union. In recent
years we have been affiliated
with national unions CWU, FBU,
NEU, TSSA and PCS, and with
local branches of GMB, Unison
and Unite.

As a lifelong Trade Unionist | am
proud to have become General
Secretary of the Woodcraft Folk
at this important time, with

a clear ambition: to grow our
groups, strengthen our impact,
and deepen our commitment
to co-operative and progressive
education.

The Woodcraft Folk’s importance
is not rooted in nostalgia. It is

Help us continue our legacy

about our collective futures.

Both the Woodcraft Folk and
Trade Unions must grow.

Growth means reaching more
working class communities,
strengthening solidarity between
our organisations, and equipping
members not only to survive

the onslaught of late stage
capitalism but to fight back. It
means working together not
only because young people are
future workers, but because only
by inspiring them into action can
our movement itself grow again
and defend the working class of
this country.

We face a world hostile to so
much that we hold dear. The
farright is advancing across the
world while progressives have
been caught up in business as
usual.

We see this in the UK, where
party politics seems unable to
fully meet the change people
desire, and where people’s living
standards have stagnated for the
pasti5years.

Many of you may know me from
my time in politics. But | am clear:
the Woodcraft Folk is not here

to produce more MPs, we are

here to produce young people
ready to change the world in all
different creative ways. We are an
antidote to the failure of a formal
education system that places
such pressure on ouryoung
peopleitis literally killing them,
and to the frustration of those
who feel that formal politics is
failing them and their families.

Our200 groups across the country,
our four residential centres at
Orpington, the Peak District,
Hebden Bridge, and Suffolk, and
our three campsites on the Wye
Valley and in Sussex, all provide
vital spaces for our mission:
Education for Social Change.

Woodcraft Folk has always been
more than a youth organisation.
We are a movementrooted in

the belief that children and young
people have the power to change
the world, and that education is
the key to unlocking that power.
Through group nights, camps, and
international exchanges, we do
not just teach the values of peace,
equality and co-operation. We live
them. Our method is as important
asourmessage.

In 1937, at our first international
Camp, we launched The Republic

v YEARS

of Children, which laid out a
radical model of democratic
education through camping and
experiential learning. The idea
was simple: group nights would
build lasting relationships, large
international camps would give
young people space to explore
new ways of living with others,
and post camp groups would
embed that learning in their
communities.

This was no glorified summer
camp, nor simply a back to nature
programme. It was rooted in the
radical educational philosophy
co-developed by our co-founder
Leslie Paul and the former
German social democrat MP
Kurt Ldwenstein, then in exile
from fascism. They wanted

children to get out of the city not

for escape, but to discover their
political agency.

Only three years later,
Woodcraft Folk became

the largest non-religious
organisation involved in the
Kindertransport, helping save
more than a thousand Jewish
and socialist children who had
attended those camps. That
spirit of international solidarity
remains central today, in our

partnerships with organisations
in Palestine, Western Sahara,
Ecuador and beyond.

Iam not new to the
organisation, like many I grew
up initand then as Chair, in
2010, I helped develop our
“Right to Strike” resources,
teaching through play, music
and games why strikes matter.
Our parachute games and songs
have been heard on picket lines
and protests for years.

At the heart of the Woodcraft
Folk is a simple but powerful
commitment: Social Change
rooted in Trade Union and
Co-operative values. That
commitment guides every
group night, every camp, every
strategy. It demands that we
take class, opportunity and
power seriously, and that
equality, diversity and inclusion
are not box ticking exercises but
political principles.

We are here to build a mass
movement of young people
who will shape the world. But
we must also never forget: we
are, at our core, a children’s
organisation. Joy, creativity
and play are not separate from
our politics, they are central to
it. In a world of violence and
fear, creating space for fun is as
radical as standing on a picket
line. We aim to do both.

€

Lloyd Russell-Moyle
General Secretary,
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